
j WASHINGTON, D. C.
Address of the Republican Convention
COM EXZU IX TUB CITY OF PITTSBURGH.

On the 22d of February, 1866.

n the Pt<i>le »f the I 'nited States:
Having met in Convention at the city of

1'iOHb-ir^h, in the State of Pennsylvania, this
22d day of February, 1856, as the representaativesof the people in various sections of the
Union, to consult upon the political evils by
v hieh the country is menaced, and the political
ft t m t»y whicn itiose evii9 may be averted, we
address to you this Declaration of our Princi)!es, and of the Purposes which we seek to
ji-omote.
We declare, in the first place, our fixed and

li uniteruble devotion to the Constitution of the
; United States, to the euds for which it was established,and to the means which it provided

lor their attainment. We accept the solemn
protestation of the People of the United States,

, thst they ordained it, " in order to form a more

)«<rfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquillity, provide for the common defence,
]-remote the general welfare, and secure the

-1 blessing* of liberty to themselves and their posterity."We believe that the powers which it
rotifers upon the Government of the United
{States are ample for the accomplishment of

j these objects; and that if these powers are exorcisedin the spirit of the Constitution itself,
they cannot lead to any other result. We respectthose great rights which the Constitution
declares to be inviolable, freedom of speech

, ) sod of the Press, the free exercise of religions
- l»elief, and the right of the people peaceably to

Assemble and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances. We would preserve those

i jfreat safeguards of civil freedom, the kalxa*
curytu, the right of trial by Jury, and the right
of persoual liberty, unless deprived thereof for
crime by due process of law. We declare our

purpose to obey, in all things, the requirements
Ol the Constitution, ana of nil laws enacted in

, pursuance thereof. We cherish a profound
reverence for the wise and patriotic men by

t 'whom it was framed, and a lively sense of the
4 blessings it has conferred upon our countrv,

1 wnd upon mankind throughout the world. In
I every crisis of difficulty and of danger, we shall

I invoke its spirit, and proclaim the supremacy* of its authority.
In the next place, we declare our ardent and

unshaken attachment to this Union of AmericanStates, winch the Constitution created, and
has thus far preserved. We revere it as the
purchase of the blood of our forefathers, as the
condition of our ualional renown, aiftl as the
guardian and guarantee of that Liberty which
tho Constitution was designed to secure. We
will defeuJ and protect it against all its enemies.
"We will recognise no geographical divisions,
no local interests, no narrow or sectional prejudices,in our endeavors to preserve the Union
of these States against foreign aggression and
domestic strife. What we claim for ourselves,

J we claim for all. The rights, privileges, and
liberties, which we demand as our inheritance,
we concede as their inheritance to all the eiti-
zens of this Republic.

Holding these opinions, and animated by
these sentiments, we declare our convictiou
that the Government of the United States is
not administered in accordance with the Constitution,or for the preservation and prosperity
of the American Union; but that its powers
are systematically wielded kor the promotion
akd extension ok the interest ok slavery
in direct hostility to the letter and spirit of the
Constitution, in flagrant disregard of other great
interests of the country, and in open contempt
of the public sentiment of the American people
and of the Christian world. We proclaim our
belief that the policy which has fur years past
been adopted in the administration ot the GeneralGovernment, tends to the utter subversion
of each of the great ends for which the Constitutionwas established; and that, unless it shall
be arrested by the prompt interposition of the
People, the hold of the Union upon their loyalty

, and affection will be relaxed, the domestic tranquillitywill he disturbed, and all constitutional
securities, for the blessings of liberty to ourselvesand our posterity, will be destroyed.
The slaveholding interest cannot be made permanentlyparamount in the General Government,without iuvolviug consequences fatal to
free institutions. We acknowledge that it is
large and powerful; that in the States where it
exists, it is entitled, under the Constitution, like
all other local interests, to immunity from the
interference of the General Government, and
that it must necessarily exercise, through its
representatives, a considerable share of politicalpower. Hut there is nothing in its position,
as there is certainly nothing in its character,
to sustain the supremacy which it seeks to establish.There is not a State in the Union in
which the slaveholders number one-tenth part
of the free white population.nor in the aggregatedo they number one-fiftieth part of the
white population of the United States. Thet annual productions of the other classes in the
Union, far exceed the total value of all the
slaves. To say nothing, therefore, of the questionsof natural j ustice and of political economy
which Slavery involves, neither its magnitude

i nor the number of those by whom it is representedentitle it to one-tenth part of the politicalpowers conferred upon the Federal Governmentby the Constitution. Yet we see it seeking,and at this moment wielding, all the functionsof Government.executive, legislative,
and judicial.and using them for the augmentationof its powers and the establishment of its
ascendency.
From this ascendency, the principles of the

Constitution, the rights of the several States,
the safety of the Union, and the welfare of the
People of the United States, demand that it
should be dislodged.
Historical Outline of the Progress of Slavery
towards Ascendency in the Federal Government
It is not necessary for us to rehearse in detnil

the successive steps by which the slaveholding
interest has secured ihe influence it uow exerts
in the General Government. Close students
of political events will readily trace the path of
its ambition through the past twenty-five years

our national history.
It was under the Administration of President

Tri.er, and during the negotiation which precededthe annexation of Texas, that the FederalAdministration for the lirat time declared,
in its diplomatic correspondence with foreign

> nations, that Slavery in the United States was
'political institution, essential to thk

peace, 8apety. ami prosperity op those
States op the Union in which it exists;"
and that the paramount motive of the American
Government, in annexing Texas, was two-fol#.
first, to prevent the abolition of Slavery within
its limits; and aecorvUy, to render Slavery more

secure and more powerful within the slavelioldiagStates of the Union. Slavery was thus takenunder the special care and protection of the
Federal Goveraincut. It was no longer to be
left as a State institution- to be controlled exclusivelyby the States themselves; it was to be
defended by the General Government, not only
against the invasion or insurrection of armed
enemies, but against the moral sentiment ol
humanity, and the natural development of popnlaljonand material power.
Tkns was the whole current of our national
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The General Government, abandoning the pa
st£ion it had always held, declared its purpose
to protect and perpetuate vhat the great found
en of our Republic had regarded as an evil.
as at variance with the principle* on which oai

institution* were based, and as a source of weak
uses, social and political, to the communities in
which it existed. At the time of the Revolution,
-CAvery isted in all the colonies; but, neithei

.then, nor for half a century afterwards, had it
been an element of political strife, for there was

no difference of opinion or of policy in regard
to it. The tendency of affairs had been towardc
emancipation. Half the original thirteen Statej

taken measures, at an early day, to free
themselves from the blighting influence and tlif
reproach of Slavery. Virginia and North Car
eiioa had anticipated the Continental Congress
of 1774, iu checking the increase of their alav«
population, by prohibiting the Slave Trade at

any of their ports.
1.tiwnts of the Framers of tho Constitution

Concerning Slavery.
The Constitution, conferring upon Congrest

fttt power to. prevent the increase of Slavery by
prohibiting the Slave Trade, had, out of regard
tor existing interests and vested rights, post
poned the exercise of that power over the Statet

existing until the year 1608.leaving Con
great free to exercise it over new States and
over the Territories of the United States, by
prohibiting the migration or importation oi

slaves into them, without any restriction exceptsuch as its own discretion might supply. Congresspromptly availed itself of this permission,by reaffirming that great Ordinance of the Confederation,by which it was ordained and decreedthat all the territory then belonging to
the United States should hie forever free. Four
new States were formed out of territory lyingsouth of the Ohio river, and admitted into the
Union, previous to 1820.but the territory fromwhich they were formed had belonged to States
in which Slavery existed at the time of their
formation; and in ceding it to the General Government,or in assenting to the formation of
new States within it, the old States to which it
belonged had inserted a proviso against any regulationof Congress that should tend to the
emancipation of slaves. Congress was thus preventedfrom prohibiting Slavery in these new

States, by the action of the old States out of
which they had been formed. Bat, as soon as
the constitutional limitation upon its power over
the States then existing had expired, Congress
prohibited, by fearful penalties, the addition, by
importation of a eingle slave, to the number alreadyin the country.
The framers of the Constitution, although the

historical record of their opinions proves that
they were earnest and undivided in their dislike
of Slavery, and in their conviction that it was
hostile in its nature and its influences to Republicanfreedom, after taking these steps to preventits increase, did not interfere with it furtherin the States where it then existed. Those
States were separate communities, jealous of
their sovereignty, and unwilling to enter into
any league which should trench, in the least
degree, upon their own control of their own affairs.This sentiment the framers of the Constitutionwere compelled, to respect; and they
accordingly left Slavery as they left all other
local interests, to the control of the several
States. But no one who reads with care the
debates aud the recorded opinions of that age,
can doubt that the ultimate removal of Slavery
was desired by the People of the whole coantry,

I and that Congress had been empowered to preventits increase, with a view to its gradual and
ultimate extinction. Nor did the neriod of
emancipation aeera remote. Slave labor, employedas it was in agriculture, was less profitablethan the free labor which was pouring in
to take its place. And even in States where
this consideration did not prevail, other influencestended to the same result. The spirit of
Liberty was then young, generous, and strong.
The men of the nation had made sacrifices and
waged battles for the vindication of their inalienablerights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness: and it was not possible for them to
sit down in the quiet enjoyment of blessings
thus achieved, without feeling the injustice, as
well as the inconvenience, of holding great numbersof their fellow-men in bondage. In all the
States, therefore, there existed a strong tendencytowards emancipation. The removal of so
great an evil was felt to be a worthy object of
ambition by the best and most sagacious statesmenof that age; and Washington, Jefferson,
Franklin, and all the great leaders and representativesof public opinion, were active and
earnest in devising measures by which it could
be accomplished.
But the great change produced in the industryof the Southern States, in the early part of

the present century, by the increased culture of
cotton, the introduction of new inventions to
prepare it ior use, nuu IUS gruwiu^ liupuriauuK
to the commerce of the country and the labor
of the world, by making slave labor more profitablethan it had ever been before, checked this
tendency towards emancipation, and soon put an
end to it altogether. As the demand for cottonincreased, the interests of the cotton-growingStates became more and more connected
with Slavery; the spirit of freedom gradually
gave way before the spirit of gain ; the sentimentsand the language of the Southern States
became changed ; and all attempts at emancipationbegan to be regarded, and resisfed, as
assaults upon the rights and the interests of the
slaveholding section of the Union. For many
years, however, this change did not afl'ect the
political relations of the subject. States, both
free and slaveholding, were successively added
to the Confederacy, without exciting the fears
of either section. Vermont came into the Union
in 1791, with a Constitution excluding Slavery.
Kentucky, formed out of Virginia, was admitted
in 1792, Tennessee in 1790, Mississippi in
1817, and Alabama in 1819.all slave States,
formed out of territory belonging to slave States,
and having Slavery established in them at the
time of their formation. On the other hard,
Ohio was admitted in 1803, Indiana in 1810,
and Illinois in 1818, having formed State Governmentsunder acts of Congress which made it
a fundamental condition, that their Constitutionsshould contain nothing repugnant to the
Ordinance of 1787.or, in other words, that
Slavery should be prohibited within their limits
forever. In all these occurrences, as in the admissionof Louisiana in 1812, there had been
no coutest between Freedom ami Slavery, for
it had not been generally felt that the interests
of either were seriously involved.

The Missouri Compromise
The first contest concerning the admission of

a new State, which turned upon the question of
Slavery, occ4fced in 1819, when Missouri, formedout of territory purchased from France in
1803, applied to Congress for admission to the
Union as a slaveholding State. The applicationwas strenuously resisted by the people of
the free States. It was everywhere felt that
the decision involved consequences of the last
importance to the welfare of the country, and
that, if the progress of Slavery was ever to bo
arrested, that was the time to arrest it. The
slaveholding interest demanded its admission
as a right, and denied the power of Congress
to impose conditions upon new States applying
to be admitted into the Confederacy. The powerrested with the free States, and Missouri was
denied admission. But the subject was reviewed.The slaveholding interest, with characteristicand timely sagacity, abated something of
its pretensions, and settled the controversy on
the basis of compromise. Missouri was admittedinto the Union by an act bearing date
March G, 1820, in which it was also declared
that ain all that territory ceded hy France to
the United States, under the name of Louisiana,
which lies north of 3f>° 30'' of north latitude,
not included within the limits of the State qf
iUIDOUUIl, Art I' IAMJLISIAKY MfcKVI

tcdk, otherwise than in the punishment ol
crimes whereof the parties shall have been duly
convicted, shall be, axd is hereby, forever
prohibited." In each House of Congress, s

majority of the members from the slaveholding
States voted in favor of the bill with this provision.thusdeclaring and exercising, by theii
votes, the constitutional power of Congress to
prohibit Slavery even in Territories where it
had been permitted by the law of France, at
the date of their cession to the United States.
A new slave State, Arkansas, formed out ol
that portion of this Territory lying south of 36'
30', to which the prohibition was not extended,
was admitted to the Union in 1836. Two slave
States thus came into the Confederacy by vir
tue of this arrangement; while Freedom gained
nothing by it but the prohibition of Slaveryfrom a vast region which civilization had made
no attempt to penetrate.
Thus ended the first great contest of Free

dom and Slavery for position and power in the
General Government. The slaveholding inter
est had achieved a virtual victory. It secured
all the immediate results for which it struggled
it acquired the power of offsetting, in the Fed
eral Senate, two of the free States of the Con
federacy; and the time could not be foreseei
when, in the fulfillment of its compact, it wouli
yield any positive and practical advantage t<
the interests of Freedom. Neither then, no;
for many years thereafter, did any statesmai

, dream that, when the period should arrive, lh<
slaveholding interest would trample on its bond

i and fling its faith to the w<nds.
A quarter of a century elapsed before the an

nexation of Texas. Slavery had been active
i meantime, in fastening its hold upon the Gov
> eminent, in binding political parties -to it

chariot, and in seeking in Congress to sliti<
the right of petition, and to crush all freedou

- of speech and of the press. In every slave
i holding State, none but slaveholders, or thos<
s whose interests are identified with Slavery
t were admitted to fill any office, or exercise an;

authority, civil or political. Free whites, no

slaveholders, in their presence, or in the mids
of thair society, were reduced to a vassalag
little less degrading than that of the slaves them

i selves. Even at this day, although the whiti
r population of the slaveholding States is mori

than six millions, of whom but 347,52$, or lesi
than onerMtenUtntk, are the owners of slaves

i none but a slaveholder, or one who will ac
with exclusive reference to Slavery, is ever al
lowed to represent the State in any Nationa

' Convention, in either branch of Congress, or ii
f any high position of civil trust and politics
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power. The slaveholding class, small as it is, a

is the governing class, and shapes legislation a

and guides all public action for the advance- it
ment of its own interests and the promotion of jits own ends. Daring all that time, and from
that time even to the present, all slaveholding
delegates in National Conventions, upon whateverelse they may differ, always concur in im- i>
posing upon the Convention assent to their e

requisitions in regard to Slavery, as the indis- ti

pensable condition of their support. Holding 1
thus in their hands power to decide the result a

of the election, and using that power, undevia- tl
tiDgly and sternly, for the extortion of their de- ti
mauds, they have always been able to control fi
the nominations of both parties, and thus, what- *

ever may be the issue, to secure a President tl
who is sure to be the instrument of their be- b
hesta. Thus has it eome to nass that, for twpn- 2
ty years, we have never had a President who o

would appoint to the humblest office within his d
gift, in any section of the Union, any man t
known to hold opinions hostile to Slavery, or s

to be active in resisting its aggressions and h
usurpations of power. Men, the most upright d
and the most respectable, in States where Sla- ii
yery is only known by name, have been ineligi- o

ble to the smallest trust.have been held unfit o

to distribute letters from the Federal post office S
to their neighbors, or trim the lamps of a light- h
house upon the remotest point of our extended a

coast. Millions of our citizens have been thus h
disfranchised for their opinions concerning p
Slavery, and the vast patronage of the General
Government has been systematically wielded I
in its service, and for the promotion of its de- e

signs. e

It was by such a discipline, and under such t
influences, that the Government and the coun- s

try were prepared for the second great stride h
of Slavery towards new dominion, and for the I
avowal of motives by which it was attended. o

e
Annexation of Texas and the War with Mexico. t]

Texas was admitted into the Union on the r

29th of December, 1845, with a Constitution e

forbidding the abolition of Slavery, and a stip- v

ulation that four more States should become a

members of the Confederacy, whenever they a

might be formed within her limits, and with or *

without Slavery, as their inhabitants plight de- a

cide. The General Government tWffi made b
virtual provision for the addition of fire new tl
slave States to the Union.practically securing tl
to the slaveholding interest ten additional mem- I
bers in the Senate.representing States, it w

might be, with less than a million inhabitants, n

and out-voting five of the old States, with an t<

aggregate population of eleven millions. The d
corrupt and tyrannical Kings of England, when o

votes were needed in the House of Lords to h
sustain them against the people, created Peers b
as the emergency required. Is there in this a

anything in more flagrant contradiction to the a

principles of Republican Freedom, or more «

dangerous to the public liberties, than in the r

system practiced by the slaveholding interest ii
represented in the General Government? 1'

But a third opportunity was close at hand, tl
and Slavery made a third struggle for the ex- r

tension of its domain and the enlargement of a

its power. fi
The annexation of Texas involved us in war a

with Mexico. The war was waged on our part tl
with vigor, skill, and success. It resulted in §
the cession to the United States of New Mexi- si
co, California, and Deseret, vast territories over t<
which was extended by Mexican law a prohibi- tl
tion of Slavery. The slaveholders demanded 1
access to them all, resisted the admission of "

California anil New Mexico, which the energy a

of freemen, outstripping in its activity the Gov- c

erument, and even the slaveholding interest, v

had already converted into free States, and tl
treasonably menaced Uongrcss and the Union u

with overthrow, if its demands were not con- o

ceded. The free spitit of the country was d
roused with indignation by these pretensious, n

and for a time the whole nation roused to the
tempest which they had created. Untoward
events aided the wrong. The death of the Presiilentthrew the whole power of the Administra- t'
tion into timid and faithless hands. Party re- e

sentments fJnd party ambitions interposed o

against the right. Great men, leaders of the
people, from whom, in better days, the people b
had learned lessons of principles and patriotism,yielded to the howlings of the storm, and »

Bought shelter, in submission, from its rage. v

The slaveholding interest was again victorious. c

California, with her free Constitution, was in- 1]
deed admitted into the Union; but New Mexi- 8
co, with her Constitution forbidding Slavery o
within her borders, was denied admission, and s'
remanded to the condition of a Territory ; and a

while Congress refused to enact a positive pro- j<
hibition of Slavery in the Territories of New w

Mexico and Deseret, it was provided that, when
they should apply for admission as States, tbey f(should come in with or without Slavery, as their i«
inhabitants might decide. Additional conces- 2
sions were made to the Slave Power.the Gen* b
eral Government assumed the recapture of fugitiveslaves, and passed laws for the accom- «

plishment of that end, subversive at once of °

State sovereignly, and of the established safe- P
guards of civil freedom. Then the country si

again had rest. Wearied with its efforts, or h

content with their snccess, the slaveholding in- a

terest proclaimed a truce. b
When Franklin Pierce, on the 4th of March, b

IKi::, became President of the United States, 8
no controversy growing out of Slavery was agi- 8jtating the country. Established laws, some of h
them enacted with unusual solemnity, and un- a
der circumstances which made them of more P
than ordinary obligation, had fixed the charactcrof all the States, and ended the contest, con- P
cerning the Territories. Sixteen States were a
free States, and fifteen States were slave States. ei

Uy the Missouri Compromise of 1820, Slavery u
was forever prohibited from all the Louisiana 0

Territory lying north of the line of 36° 30'; w
while over that Territory lying south of that o

line, and over the Territories of New Mexico 81
and Dcseret, no such prohibition had been ex- d
tended. The whole country reposed upon this
arrangement. All sections and all interests, d
whether approving it or not, seemed to acqui- tl
esce in its terms. The slaveholding interest, 8
through all its organs, and especially through u
the General Government, proclaimed that this P
was a final and irrepealable adjustment of the ^
struggle between Freedom and Slavery for po- n

, litical power; that it had been effected by rau- tl
tual concessions, and in the spirit of corapro- h
mise; and that it should be as enduring as the a
Union, and as sacred as the Constitution itself, tl
both political parties gave it their sanction in 11
their Natioual Conventions; the whole country' assented to its validity; and President Pierce,in his first official message to Congress, pledg- t'
ed himself to use all the power of his position o
to prevent it from being disturbed. (

but all these protestations proved delusive, Pand the acquiescence and contentment which v
1 they produced afforded the opportunity, not o

only for new aggressions on the part of Slave-
ry, but for the repudiation of engagements into u
which its agents had solemnly entered. J-iess 1
than a year had elapsed before these pledges v

! were broken, and the advantages which theyJ secured to Freedom withdrawn by the slave- £' holding power. t

t Repeal of the Missouri Compromise.
In the course of time and the natural pro- c

gross of population, that portion of the Louisi- f
> ana Territory lying west of the Mississippi t
* river, and north of the line of 36° 30/, came to 1' be desired for occupation ; and on the 24th of i
i May, 1854, an act was passed erecting upon it 1
' the two Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 1
' and organising Goyernments for them both, t
1 From this whole region, the slaveholding inter- c1 est. thirtv-four ve«.r» Worn ho/t atwumA f

tj . -~j *

J " Slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise 1
r than in the punishment of crime, should be for- f
1 ever prohibited," and had received, as the price <
8 of this agreement, the admission of Missouri, 1
» and, subsequently, the admission of Arkansas,into the Union. By the Kansas and Nebraska I
* bill, this prohibition was declared to be " inop-
» erative and void;" and the intent and meaning
- of the bill was further declared to be, u not to <
8 legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, I
8 nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the <
» people thereof perfectly free to form and regu- <
- late their domestic institutions in their own ]8 way, subject only to the Constitution of the
'» United States." Thus, without a single petition 1
f for such action from any quarter of the Union,t but against the earnest remonstrances of thou-
1 sands of our citizens, against the settled and
8 profound convictions of the great body of the
- People in every portion of the country, and in 1
8 wanton disregard of the obligations of justice
8 and of good faith, the Missouri Compromise of
8 1820 was repealed, and the seal which had
, guarantied Freedom to that vast Territoryt which the United State? had purchased from
- France was snatched from the bond. Oregoa, 1
1 Washington, New Mexico, Deseret, and the
1 new State acquired from Texas north of 36°
1 30', by compact, were all opened up to Slavery,
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nd those who might first become the inhabitotsthereof were authorized to make laws for
a establishment and perpetuation.
ho Invasion of Kansas and Action of the General

Government.
Nor did the slaveholding interest stop here

i its crusade of injustice and wrong. The first
lection of members for the Territorial Legislateof Kansas was fixed for the 30th of March, ,

855, and the law of Congress prescribed that
t that election none but " actual residents of
lie Territory" should be allowed to vote. Yet,

ivm uvpuTiu^ bac pcc|>ic ui an puwcr uvci uie j
nactment of their owu laws, ami the choice of ]fficera for their execution. i
That these despotic acts, even if they had j

een passed by a Legislature duly elected by \
le people of the Territory, would have been (
ull and void, inasmuch as they are plainly in <
iolation of the Federal Constitution, is too t
lear for argument. Congress itself it express- (
r forbidden by the Constitution of the United j
tates to make auy laws abridging the freedom i
f speech and of the press ; and it is absurd to i
appose that a Territorial Legislature, deriving i
11 its power from Congress, should not be sub- '

ict to the same restrictions. But these laws \
ere not enacted by the people of Kansas, f
'hey were imposed upon them by an armed t
>rce. Vet the President of the UuiteJ State*?, ,

I a speci&l message sent to Congress op the j4th of January, 185(1, declares that they have ^
een enacted by the duly-constituted authori- i
es of the Territory, and that they are of bind- 1
ig obligation upon the people thereof And t
n the 12th of February, 185G, he issied his i
'reclamation, denouncing any attempt to re- t
st or subvert these barbarous and void enact- i
tents, and warning all persons engaged in such i
ttempts, that they will be opposed, nst only t
y tlje local militia, but by any available forces \
elonging to the regular army of the United t
tates. Thus has the Federal Goveniment 1
demnly recognised the usurpation set up in ^iansas by invaders from Missouri, and pledged t
II the power of the United States to its sup- (
ort. American history furnishes no parallel ^»the cruelty and tyranny of these acts #f the
resent Administration. Theexpulsionofaliens,
nd the penalties inflicted upon citizens for exrcisiugfreedom of speech and of the press, t
nder the plien and sedition laws, whick were £
verthrown by the Republipan party of 17!I8, <
prp lani'pnf and mild wKon />nm>\n«Ad 1

MUv v uv» buuipuicu WUU llic *

utrages perpetrated upon the people of Kan- i

is, uuder color of law, by the usurping iuva- 1
era sustained by the Federal Government. £
With a full senae of the importance of the 1

eclarntion, affirm that |lie execution of
sese threats by the President of the United
tates, upon the people of Kansas, would be an jnconatitutional exercise of Executive power, jresentiug a case of intolerable tyranny; that
Lmeriean citizens cannot submit to it, and re- flain free; and that if blood shall be shed in
le prosecution of so unlawful a purpose, those
y whose agency it may be spilt will be held to (

strict and ate>.n account by tiie treeiuen of 1

se Republic. So plain, palpable, and delibe- 1

ate a violation of the Constitution, would justlythe interposition of the States, whose dnty 1
. would be, by all the constitutional means in 1
heir power, to vindicate the rights and liberties 1
f the citizen against trie power of the FeUeral
lovernment; and we take this occasion to ex- i
>ress to our fellow-citizens in Kansas, against i
rhom these unconstitutional acts are directed, |
>ur profound sympathy with them in the resist- 1
.nee which it is their right and their duty to |nake to them, and our determination to make 1
hat sympathy efficient by all the means which
ire may lawfully employ. I
Thus, for a period of twenty-five years, has 1

ilavery been £ontendipg, under various pre- i
exts, but with constant success, against the 1
endencies of civilization and the spirit of our 1
nstitutions, for the extension and perpetuation>f its power. The degree in which the Gen- 1
:ral Government has aided its efforts may b«
raced in the successive steps it has taken. In
1787, all the States in the Confederacy united
n ordaining that Slavery should be forever prolibited from all the territory belonging to theJnited States.. In 1789, the first Congress ofhe United States passed a law reaffirming this

ictuau nig me prODlDlUOD 01Slavery which it contained. In 1820, the slaveloldinginterest secured the admission of Misiou?i,as a slave State, into the Union, hy accelingto a similar prohibition of Slavery fromhe Louisiana Territory lying north of 30° 30'.In 1854, that prohibition was repealed, andhe people of the Territory were left free to admitor exclude Slavery, in their own discretion.In 1856, the General Government proclaims itsdetermination to use all the power of the UnitedStates to enforce upon the people obedienceto laws imposed upou them by armed invaders,establishing Slavery, and visiting with terriblepenalties their exercise of freedom of speechand of the press upon that subject. While twothirdsof the American people live in Stateswhere Sis very is forbidden by law, and whilefive-sixths of the capital, enterprise, and productiveindustry of the country rests upon Freedomas their basis, Slavery thus controls alldepartments of their common Government, andwields their powers on its own behalf.
The Pleas Urged in Defence of these Aggressions

of Slavery.
As a matter of course, for all these acts, andfor all the outrages by which they have beenattended, the slaveholaing interest pretends toEnd a warrant iu the Constitution of the UnitedStates. All usurpation, in countries professing

o prevent people 01 tne Territory themselves
rom exercising the right to prohibit Slavery, <
rhich*the act of Congress had conferred upon <

hem, the slaveholding interest sent armed
lands of men from the neighboring State of i
lissouri, who entered the Territory on the day
>f election, took possession of the polls, exclu-
ed the legal voters, and proceeded themselves
o elect members of the Legislature, without the
lightest regard to the qualifications prescribed
iy law. The judges of election, appointed un- .

er authority of the Administration at WashQgton,aided and abetted in the perpetration
f the outrages upon the rights of the people
f Kansas, and the President of the United
tates removed from office the Governor whom
e had himself appointed, but who refused to
cknowledge the Legislature which the slave-
idding invaders from Missouri had thus imosedupon the Territory.
That Legislature met on the 2d of July, 1853.

ts first act was to exclude those members, duly
lected, who would not consent to the enactnentof laws for the admission of Slavery into
be Territory. Having thus silenced all oppo
ition to its behests, the Legislature proceeded
o the enactment oflaws for the government of
Kansas upon the subject of Slavery. The laws
>f Missouri in regard to it were at first extend-
d over the Territory. It was then enacted,
hat every person who should raise an insur-
ection or rebellion of negroes in the Territory ;
very person who should entice away a slave,
rith intent to procure his freedom ; every peronwho should aid or assist iu so enticing away
slave within the Territory; and every person
rho should entice or carry away a slave from
,uy other State or Territory of the Union, and
ring him within the Territory of Kansas, with
he intent to effect or procure his freedom, upon
he conviction thereof should suffer Death.
t was further enacted, that if any person should
rrite, print, or publish, any book, paper, argu- ]
aent, opinion, advice, or inuendo, calculated
o produce a disorderly, dangerous, or rebellious
isaffection among the slaves in the Territory,
r to induce them to escape from their masters,
e should be deemed guilty of a fei,ony, and ]
e punished by imprisonment at hard labor for
term not less than five years ; and that if

,ny free person, by speaking or writing, should !
ssert or maintain that persons have not the
ight to hold slaves in that Territory; or should
utroduce or circulate any book, paper, pamph- i

et, or circular, containing any such denial of i
he right of persons to hold slaves in that Ter- \
utorv, he should be deemed guilty of felony, t
nd be punished %y imprisonment at hard labor i

or a term not less than two years. It was <
till farther enacted, by the same Legislature, !
hat every free white male citizen of the United i
tates, and inhabitant of the Territory, who t
bould pay a tax of one dollar, and take an oath t
o support the Constitution of the United States, t
ae act organizing the Territory of Kansas, the <
'erritorial law, and the act for the recapture ]
f fugitive slaves, should be entitled to vote at ]
ny election in said Territory.thus making
itizens of Missouri, or of any other Stale, legal
oters in Kansas, upon their presentation at
le polls, upon taking the oaths prescribed, and
pon payment of one dollar.indirect violation
f the spirit of the act of Congress, and in open
isregard of the rights of the people of the Tertory.And having made these enactments
>r the establishment of Slavery, the Legislateappointed Sheriffs, Judges, and other othersof the Territory, for their enforcement. t
ilia /lzkr\i<i in n r» « /vf «U
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-o be free, must have the color of law for its a

support. No outrage, committed by Pjow^r c

lpon Popular Rights, is left without some at- |
empt at vindication. The partition of Poland, t
he overthrow of the Cnnatir.ut.inn nf HunfrarV. ' 1
.he destruction of Irish Independence, like the -1

repeal of the Missouri Compromise and the con- t
)uest of Kansas, were consummated with a 1
scrupulous observance of the forms of law. 1
rhe Plea that the Missouri Compromise was not j

a Compact.
I. The repeal of the Missouri Compromise,

it is urged on behalf of those by whom it was
affected, involved no violation of good faith, be-'
cause that Compromise was merely an act of
Congress, and as such repealable at pleasure.
Regarded as a legal technicality, we are not
iisposed to contest this plea. The Compromise .

was undoubtedly embodied in a Congressional
enactment, subject to repeal. But in this case,
by the very nature of the transaction, the faith
of the parties was pledged that this enactment
should not be repeal^ The spirit of the law,
whatever its form, was the spirit of a compact.
Its enactment was secured by an exchange of,
equivalents. The slaveholding interest procured
the admission of Missouri into the Union, by?
consenting and voting, through its Representativesin Congress, that north of its southern line,'inthe Territory of Louisiana, Slavery should be
prohibited forever. Without that consent and
that vote, the admission of Missouri could not
have been secured ; nor would the prohibition
of Slavery until 1854, or until any other date,
or for any other time than that specified in the
act.namely, forever.have purchased the as
sent of the free States to the admission of Mis
souri as a slave State into the Union. The
word forever, therefore, was a part of the law,
and of the consideration for its enactmentCVI 1 L. L..1 1
sucn a law may utj repeaieu , uut iu» repeat is

the rupture of a compact.the repudiation of
a solemn covenant. The Missouri Compromisehas been regarded as such a compact, from
the date of its enactment, in all sections and
by all the people of the country. Successive
Presidents have invoked for it a respect and at*
obligation scarcely inferior to that of the Constitutionitself; and Senator Douglas himself, as
late as 1845, declared that it had been "canonizedin the hearts of the American people, as 4
sacred thing, which no ruthless hand would
sver be reckless enough to disturb." Whatever,therefore, the mere form of the bond ma >

bave permitted, good faith on the part of th*j
representatives of the slaveholding interest requiredthat it should be kept inviolate.

11. Nor is this charge of bad faith, brought
against the slaveholding interest, for having repealedthe Missouri Compromise, answered or
evaded by the pleas argued in its defence, that
originally it was forcibly imposed by the free
States upon the slave States, without their coi»lent;that it was subsequently violated by tlfci
free States, in their refusal to extend its provtilnnariver Kpw Mpxipn and TTt«V> r nr that ila

io rignuui power uj matte sucn a proniDU' in ; t
>ut that into any territory over which the < .on- a
ititution is extended, the slaveholder has a r< ;ht, r

>y virtue of its provisions, to take his slavf$, J
| n yeply to this, we answer . a

First.That, whether the plea be truv or

alse, it comes too late ; that the slavehoh ing J
nterest conceded the constitutionally oft the
prohibition, by assenting to its enactment, and 1

tiding it by the votes of its representatives
Second;.That, if the plea were true, the

enactment was null and void, by reason ol its ^lnconstitutionality, and its repeal, therefore, f
vas a needless ostentation of bad faith; and

^
Third.That the plea is not true, but is di- t

-ectly contrary to the plain letter as well as to $
he spirit of the Constitution, and to the uniform ,
practice of the Government fVon+ its foundation. ]
The Constitution declares that<( the Congress I

ihall have power to make all needful roles >tnd e

regulations respecting the Territories or oiher f
property belonging to tbe United States." This
anguage is very plain and very broad. It im- a

poses no limitation upon the power ofCongress c

AJ uiarvL i uico auu IU^uiouvuo i i-ut v

rerritories, except that they shall be such as c

ire " needful ;" and this, of coarse, it lifts in i

the discretion of Congress to determine. It (
usames that power to legislate for the Terri- (
tories, which are the common property of the «

Union, mast exist somewhere; and also that it t
may most justly, and most safely, be plapftd in <
the common Government of the "Union. The ^authority of Congress over the Territories is
therefore without any other limit than such as
its judgment of what is " needful," of what
will best promote their welfare, and that o^ the
whole country to which they belong, may impose.If Congress, therefore, deem it expedientto make a rule and regulation which shall
prohibit Slavery from any Territory, we find
nothing in the Constitution which removes such
a prohibition from the sphere of its authority.
The power of Congress over the Territories of
the United States is as oomplete and as fail as
that possessed by any State Legislature over

territory belonging to that State; and if the
latter may prohibit Slavery within its territory,
so may the former also.

It has been urged, we are aware, that the
rules and regulations which Congress is authorisedto make respecting the Territories are
restricted to them regarded as property; and
that this clause of the Constitution confer* no

governmental power over them whatever^ Bat
this cannot be so, because it is updpf this
clause that Congress does govern the Territories.thatit organizes their Governments, and
provides for their ultimate admission as States.
There is no other clause of the Constitution
from which this power of government can be
inferred; as it unquestionably exists, therefore,
it must rest upon this provision. Bat from
whatever source it may be derived, the authorityto govern necessarily implies the right to
decide what policy and what fawstwill beet promotethe welfare of those on whose behalf that
authority is exercised. If Congress, therefore,
believes that the well-being of the Territories
and of the country at large will be promoted
by excluding Slavery from them, it has, beyond

J

1

repeal, having been offered by the free State a

ihemselves, could not be resisted or refused by
:he representatives of Slavery. (1.) Even if "t
were true that the prohibition of Slavery nort h
)f 3C° 30' was originally enacted by the free
States, against the votes of the South, the fa<-t
;hat the admission of Missouri was accepted kb
.he price of that prohibition would have made
:he slaveholding interest a party to the transaction,assenting to its terms, and bound by i s
obligations. Hut the fact is Qot so. The act of
March 6, 1820, which admitted Missouri, and
prohibited Slavery in the Louisiana Territory
lorth of 36° 30', received in the Senate the
/otes of fourteen members from slaveholding
States, while only eight were cast against it;
md in the House of Representatives, thirty-eight
nembers from the slave States voted for it,
ind thirty seven against it. A majority of "he
krotes from slaveholding States, in each branch
of Congress, were thus given fur the bill; and
to far were the representatives of Slavery from
egarding it as having been forced upon thein,
hat Charles Pinekney, one of their greatest
ind ablest leaders, declared, on the night of its
massage, that " it was regarded in the slaveholdingStates as a triumph." (2.) Still more
ihsurd is it to say that the refusal of the Noi'tk
o extend the provisions of the Compromise
peer other regionK, was a violation of its terms,
>r in any way released the parties to it from
.heir obligation to abide by its requirements.
3.) It is true that the ostensible author of the
proposition to repeal it was a Senator fro ft- a
ree State ; but that fact does not authorize %he
nference that the sentiment of the free StMes
vas justly and truly represented by his act^Yi.
rhere was, indeed, no room to doubt th*' it
.vas condemned by the unanimous voice of he
ree States, and that it would be regarded 'by
hem, and by the country at large, as a v4'ry
jross and wanton violation of obligations w£ch (

md been voluntarily assumed, No matter f: no
vhat geographical quarter of the Union it ea'he,
t was brought forward in the interest anC on
pehalf of the slaveholders. This, indeed, is
Lmoncr the worst of the effects of Slaverv. -ind
imong the most signal proofs of its ascendeOoy,
hat able and ambitious men should enlis'.in
ts service, and volunteer to perform offices' on
ts behalf which its representatives would ac'-<rn
o perform themselves.-from the conviction
hat by t,Hat path the honors and diguitie-i of
he Ueneral Uovernioent are to be secured.
L'he slaveholding interest owed it to honor ^nd
;ood faith to resist the temptations which si ch
nen might hold out for the repudiation of its
>bligations.
rhe Plea that Congress has no Power to Prohibit

Slavery in the Territories.
III. But it is urged that the original entjctnentof the Missouri Compromise, by wh^chslavery was prohibited from entering a portion

>f tlie territory of the {Jnited Status, was a J.ioationof the Constitution; that Congress ftas
» « a._ 1 1- L2lL^L
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ill question, the right thus to prohibit and ex-
:iuae 11.

This view of the authority of Congress over
he Territories of the United States is sustained

other clauses of the Constitution. In the
unth Bection of the first article, it is declared
,hat " the migration or importation of such
persons as any of States now existing may think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by Con-
rress prior to the year 1808." This is not a

rrant of power. On the contrary, it is a restricionimposed upon power assumed to exist,
rhe language of the clause takes it for granted
hat Congress had power to prohibit the migrationand the importation of slaves.a power
loubtle88 conferred by the authority " to regulatecommerce with foreign nations and among
he several States ; " for, whether slaves are to
be regarded as persons or as property, commerceof necessity relates to both. This clause
of the Constitution, therefore, imposes upon the
authority of Congress to prohibit the migration
or importation oi slaves a specific and a limited
restriction.namely, that this power should not
be exercised over any of the States then existing,
prior to the year 1808. Over auv State not
hen existing, and, by still stronger implication,
over any Territories of the United Stat-s, the
jxercise of its authority was unrestricted ; and
It might prohibit the migration or importation
of slaves into them, at any time, in its own discretion.
Nor do any considerations connected with

alleged rights of property in slaves contravene
the existence or the exercise of this authority.
The Constitution does not recognise slaves as

property, in any instance, or to any extent. In
the*clause already cited, they are called 11 per11Tn frkA alanos
9UUO* 1U IUW vtuuov lUCU cotopv IUVV

other State®, they are to be returned, not as property,but as "persons held to service or labor."
A.nd in the apportionment of representation
snd of direct taxes, it is provided by the Constitutionthat to the whole number of free personsare to be added three-fifths of all other
persons." In all it® provisions which have

reference to slaves, they are described and regardedas persons. The idea of their being
property is carefully and intentionally excluded.If they are property at all, therefore, it
is not by virtue of the Constitution, but of
local laws, and only within their jurisdiction.
The local laws of any State are excluded from
the Territories of the United States, by the neSpssityof the case as well as by the exclusive
sovereignty conferred upon Congress.

The Plea of Popular Sovereignty.
Failing thus to establish the right of the

daveholder to carry his slaves as property, by
virtue of the Constitution, into territory belongingto the United States, the slaveholding interesthas been compelled to claim, for the inhabitantsof the Territories themselves, the
right to provide for excluding or admitting Slavery,as a right inherent in their sovereignty
aver their own affairs. This principle of popularsovereignty, as it is styled, was embodied
n the bills for organizing New Mexico and
Utah, and is made the substitute for the nro-

libitiou of Slavery in the Missouri Compromise,which it repealed ; and the slavehol ling
nterest is now sustained by the Federal Governmentin this new position, as it has been in
»U the positions it has successively assumed,
rhe principle of popular sovereignty is fundamentalin our institutions. No one doubts that
die people are sovereign over all the Territories,as well as over all the States of the Confederacy.But this sovereignty is subject to
imitation and definition, and can only exist
within the limitations of the Constitution. The
People are sovereign in the House of Iteprelentatives; but their sovereignty may be overruledby the Senate, or defeated by the veto of
.he president. The States are sovereign ; but
inly within certain limits, and in subordination
,o the sovereignty of the nation. Two soverligntiesover the same country, and on the same
subject, it is manifest, cannot co-exist; one must
if necessity exclude the other. But the Conititution,in express and unmistakable terms,
makes Congress sovereign over the Territories,
t)y conferring upon it power to make " all needfulrules and regulations respecting them." The
ioctring of popular sovereignty in the people of
he Territories finds no warrant or support in
.he Constitution. In the language of Mr. Calloun,"it involves an absurdity; if the sovereigntyover the Territories be in their inhabitluta,instead of the United States, they would
tease to be Territories of the U rated tatAteg the
uomeot we permit them to be inhabited." So
ong as they remain Territories, they are the
possession and under the exclusive dominion
pf the United States; and it is for the General
jrovernmeut to make s^ch laws for them as
.heir welfare, and that of the nation, may rejuire,
We deny that Congress may abdicate a por,ionof its authority, and commit to the inhabitantsof a Territory power conferred upon it byhe Constitution. Such an abdication is an

ibandonment of duty, aud cannot be justifiedpnlhe pretended principle of popular sovereigny.That principle, indeed, is discarded in the
rery act of Congress in which it is claimed to
>e embodied. If sovereignty exists, it must be
rxercised through the organised departments of
government.the legislative, executive, and ju-licial. But the act to organize the Territories
>f Kansas and Nebraska prescribes the requi-lites of citizenship and the qualifications of
roters, confers upon the President and Senate
he appointment of a Governor, who is clothed
vith the veto power, and of judges by whomhe common law shall be interpreted. Each
lepartment of the Government thus rests virtu-
illy in the power of the President of the \Jnitedbates. To style the 5mad remnant of poweryhich such a law leaves to the people " popular
overeignty," is an abuse of language, and an
nsult to common sense. Yet even thi* li«.»
>een effectually destroyed, by the invasion of
Lrmed men, sustained by the General Governnentin their high-handed pndoayoy to force
slavery iqto Kansas, against the will of the hardy>ettlers who have made it their home.
This whole system of doctrine hy which Slaveryseeks possession of the Territories of the

Jnited States, either by asserting the sovereignyof their inhabitants, or by denying the power
>f Congress to exclude and prohibit Slavery
rom them, is novel and alien to the principles>nd the administration of our Government.
Congress has always asserted and exercised the
ight of prohibition. It was exercised by the
rote of the First Congress, in 1789, reaffirminghe ordinance of the old Confederacy by which
Jlavery was prohibited from the 'jerrilory northvestoj the tlbio nver. It was exercised in
i820, in the prohibition of Slavery from the
Louisiana Territory north of 36° 30/. It was
ixercised in 1848, when Slavery was prohibited
rom the Territory of Oregon.Nor ia it in the least il^jrcu impaired by the
argument that these Territories, when they becomeStates, and are admitted into the Union,
an establish or prohibit Slavery, in their deration.Their rights as ^tqtea do not begin
inti\ thei,- obligations as'Territories end. The
Constitutionknows nothing of " inchoate States."
Congress has power to make " all needful rules
ind regulations" for them as Territories, until
hey are admitted Into the Union as members
if the common Confederacy.
tonsral Tendency of Federal Legislation on the

Subject of Slavery.
In all these successive aets, in the admission

>f Missouri and of Arkansas, in the annexation
>f Texas and the provision for admitting four
lew States from her territory, in the war with
Kexico and the conquest of her provinces, in
he repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and in
hp cyqel war now waged against the people of
Kansas for the extension of Slavery into that
Territory, we trace the footsteps of a powerful
nterest, aiming at absolute political power, ana
striding onward to a complete ascendency over
he General Government. It finds powerful
tllies, and an open field in the political arena, 1
"or the prosecution of its purposes. Always .

icting as a compact unit, it finds its opponents
iivided by a variety of interests. Partisan alliancesand personal ambitions have hitherto prprentedany union against its aggressions; and
not feeling or fearing the displeasure of their
constituents, Representatives from the free
itates have been induced to aid in the promoLionof its designs. All other interests have
been compelled to give way before it. The
representatives of Freedom on the floors of
Congress have been treated with contumely, if
they resist or question the right to supremacyof the slaveholding class. The labor and the
commerce of sections Slavery does not
exist obtain tardy and inadequate recognition
from the General Government, which is swayed
by its influence, and for the accomplishment or
its ends. The Executive of the nation is the
willing servant of its behests, anq sacrifices to
its tavor the rights and the interests of the country.The pufse apd the sword of the nation are
at its command. A hundred millions of dollars

were expended in the annexation of Texas, and
the war with Mexico, which was a part of its
price. Two hundred millions have been offeredfor Cuba, and war with all Europe is threat- ,

ened, if necessary, to prevent the emancipation <

of its slaves. Thus is the decision of great
questions of public policy, touching vast interestsand vital rights.questions even of peace
and of war.made to turn, not upon the requirementsof justice and honbr, but upon its relationto the subject of Slavery.upon the effect
it will have upon the interest of the slaveholdingclass.
The people of the free States have cherished

the hope that the efforts made to extend Slavery,which have fallen under their notice, were
accidental, and indicative of weakness rather
than ambition. They have trusted that the sagaciousstatesmen of the slaveholding States
would gradually perceive and acknowledge the
inconvenience and danger of Slavery, and would
take such measures as they might deem wise
and safe, for its ultimate removal. They have
feared the effect of agitation upon this subject,
relied upon the good faith and honor of the
slaveholding States, and believed that time, the
natural growth of population, and the recognisedlaws of political and social economy,
would gradually and peacefully work out the
extinction of a system so repugnant to justice
and the national character and welfare. It has
seemed to them incredible, that in this late age,
when Christianity has for near two thousand
years been filling the world with its light, and
when almost every nation on earth but our
own has abolished chattel slavery, the effort
should be made, or the wish cherished, by any
portion of our people, to make the interest of
Slavery predominant, and to convert this Republic,the only Government which professes
to be founded upon human rights, iuto the
mightiest slave empire the world has ever seen.
But it is impossible to deceive ourselves longer.The events of the past two years have disclosedthe designs of the slave power, and the
desperate means it is prepared to use for their
accomplishment. We cannot shut our eyes
longer to the fact that the slaveholding interest
is determined to counteract the tendencies of
time and of civilization, by its own energy, by
its bold appropriation of all the powers and
agencies of the Government, and by the violation,if need be, of the most sacred compacts
and compromises. It is resolved that Slavery
shall be under the protection of the national
flag.that it shall no longer be the creature of
local law, but that it shall stand clothed with
all the sanctions, and sustained by all the power
of this great Republic. It is determined that
the President shall do its bidding, and that
Congress shall legislate according to its decrees.It is resolved upon the dethronement
of the principles of Republicanism, and the establishment,in their stead, of an Oligarchy,
bound together by a common interest in the
nwnptwhin nt* «1rvp«
Nor have we any reason to believe that Slaverywill be content with this absolute supremacyover the Federal Government, which it

has already so well-nigh achieved. On the
contrary, the dark shadow of its sceptre falls
upon the sovereignty of the several States, and
menaces them with dire disaster. South Carolina,abandoning her once-cherished doctrine of
State Itights, asserts the Federal supremacy
over laws made by States, exclusively for the
protection of their citizens. The State of Virginiais contesting, in courts of law, the right
of the State of New York to forbid the existenceof Slavery within her limits. A Federal
Court in Pennsylvania has denied the right of
that State to decree freedom to slaves brought
by their masters within her borders, and lias
proclaimed that Slavery exists by the law of
nations. The division of California, and the
organization of a slave State within her limits,
have been proposed. A Senator on the tloor
of Congress has urged that the Government of
the United States should no longer restrain, by
its naval power, the African slave trade, and
the demand for its restoration is openly made
by Southern journals and by leading public
men in the Southern States.
When these great objects shall have been accomplished.whenthe States, as well as the

General Government, shall have become subject
to the law of Slavery, and when three hundred
and fifty thousand slaveholders shall hold despoticrule over the millions of this Republic,
Slavery cannot fail, from the necessity of its nature,to attempt outrages which will awaken
storms that will sweep it in carnage from the
face of the earth. The longer tyranny is prac
ticed unresisted, the fiercer and the more dreadfulis the re9istanoo which in the end it provokes.History is full of instances to prove
that nothing is so dangerous as a wrong long
unredressed.that evils, which at the outset
it would have been easy to remove, by sufferancebecome fatal tQ those through whose indifferenceand toleration they have increased.
The tendency of the measures adopted by the
slaveholding interest to secure its own extension,through the action of the Federal Government,is to give to Congress jurisdiction of the
general subjectt and its representatives must
be sagacious enough to perceive, that if they establishthe principle that Congress may interferewith Slavery for its protection, it may in-
terfere with it also for its destruction, Jf, there-
fore, they succeed in such an enlargement of
the power of Oongiesa.having already discard- 1

ed the principle of compromise from legisla- l,
Lion.they must foresee that the natural effect t

of their encroachments upon the rights and J
liberties of the non-slavehctlding population of <

the country yfifl bo to arouse them to the directexercise of the power thus placed in their
bands. Whether it is safe or wise for that in-
terest to invite bucIi a contest, we need not here ,

consider.
The time draws nigh, fellow-countrymen,

when you will he called upon to decide upon
the policy and the principles of the General
Government. Your votes at the approaching I
Presidential election will determine whether
Slavery shall continue to be the paramount and '

controlling influence in the Federal Adminis-
tration, or whether other rights and other in- v

terests shall resume the degree of considers- 9
lioq to vhich they are entitled. The issue is r

upon us by no act of ours, and it cannot be eva- «'

;led. Under a profound conviction of impendingdangers, thegrounds whereof we have now c

jet forth, we calf jjpon you to deliver the Con-
ititutionand the Union f-am the subjugation

which threatens Uotfc. Holding, with the late
\$r. Calhoun, that the obligation to repel aggressionis not much less solemn than that of J
ibstaining from making aggression, and that th
,he party which submits to it, when it oan be (a

'esisted, is not much lfss guilty and responai- *

ale for consequences than that which makes m

it,"- we invoke a surrender of all party prejn- ^
lines ana all personal feelings, and a cordial
ind earnest union for the vindication of rights bl

ind liberties which w« cannot surrender with- ^
>nt degradation and shame. We summon you ir
o send delegates, in numbers three times as p

arge as your representation in Congress, to k
meet in Convention at Philadelphia, on the 17th
lay of June neat, to nominate candidates for c

;he Presidency and Vice Presidency of the »

United States. Let them come prepared to
mrrender all personal pref®r«:noea, and all
sectional or local views.-resolved only to make
luch nominations and to take such action as

iball advance the principles we hold and the
purposes we seek to promote. Disclaiming
iny intention to interfere with Slavery in the
States where it e^i&tSj or to invalidate those
portions of the Constitution by which it is re

moved from the national coutrol, let us prevent n

;he General Government from its ascndency, jjlbring back its administration to the principles 0

ind the practice of its wise and illustrious y

founders, and thus vindicate the Constitution j
ind the Union, and secure the blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our posterity.
W® do therefore declare to the people of the «

United States, as objects for which we unite in
political action:vt

1. We demand and shall attempt to secure >

Lhe repeal of all laws which allow the introduc- J1
lion of Slavery into Territories once consecrated i
Lo Freedura, and will resist by every constitu- *

tionivl means the existence of Slavery in any of
the Territories of the United States. »

2. We will support by every lawful means
our brethren in Kansas in their constitutional
and manly resistance to the usurped authority
of their lawless invaders, and will give the full J
weight of our political power in tavor of the i

immediate admission of Kansas to the Union 1

as a free, sovereign, and independent State. «

3. Believing that the present National Ad- J
ministration has shown itself to be weak and *

faithless, and that its continuance in power is "

identified with the progress of the slave power
to national supremacy, with the exclusion ot
Freedom from the Territory, aud with increas- (>

ing civil discord, it is a leading purpose of our )
organization to oppose and overthrow it. P

*

VOL. X.
TO SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES.

A GRADUATE of a German University wish-* to oh.
taut a situation as teacher of the Classic*, ami of ihrFrench, ficriiian, ami English language* He would \,ratisiied with a small salary. Would he rthciriu . H

common school consisting mostly ol German scholar*Address MAURICE GCKTZ,
475 Care of Buell A Blancburd. Washington. 1) c

THE INDEPENDENT.
1856.

New Type! New Paper!! New Writers! 1!
Circulation 23,000!

THE 1NMEPBNDENT will this year he condai i-d U Ithe same corps of Editor* which have hereto- I
so high a reputation for the paper. TiMy Will be as. Iby two additional clergymen, who arc well known and Insthlinsbnt for their ability and tale111* Some I
writer* are also ei gaged, in addtlion to the i, ,, A , I
tinguished I.

Regular Contributors.
REV. GEORGE B CHEEVER. n D. HREV HENRY W ARD BEECHER

GOV. LOIJIS> KOSSUTH,
M U»UIS CZKRNATORY,MKS HARRIET HEKCHER STOWlMRS II C. KNIGHT,Mr. OilAROM I,. HRAOK,Mr. CI,ARENOK COOK.Dr. SOEGER.

MINNIE MYRTLK,ANNIE II.,
And numerous others

Correspondents
From all sections ol" the Union from England, Fi,Germany, Switzerland, Italy, anil the Holy |.arul, n,n.tribute toenrirIt the column* of THIS JOURNAL <iu.

Prices Current and Market Reports
Will continue to l»e made i>> the name roiiii<et< in t,H,,j.which have heretofore conducted this deparnnrin .11 ou,paper, and wlucli have the pu»l year given hucH marketsatisfaction to the farming and trading portion i t out »u..rcrihera.

Talent Engaged.
No expense will be spared to secure every variety ..talent whieh can enrich and enhance tin- i:m.<

journal. The attn and ainb.tion of the proprietor* uabeen,and sub 1*. regardless of expense to secure ineditors, eontnbutor*. and correspondents, the very higbr.order of talent, and to furnish to subscribers a p...which, in point of ability and value iu every deparmvshould be anei/natltd by any other religious journal pulished They believe that 111 these reapecls they hu\r
cceded.

To the Religious Public.
To these of them who wish to take a religious p..p. i«,would In g leave to say, that if they will compute THE INDEPENDENT with any other paper, and if they dr-ir,pertoelical of literary merit, one that will independsn: %discuss the great questions of the day from a re'n ...stand-point, a paper containing religious reading lor :>j*family, besides a large and varied am.Hint 01 ..the.

ter, we are satulied that multitudes of them will not I..tatcto give this journal a trial.
Our Circulation

Is, we are happy to say. increasing with a rapidity *1 rly unexampled in the history of the religious press, r riin this country or Europe! Since 1st January, laj* uhas received an addition of over

Eight Thousand!
Tkrms.Hy mail, ijfci per annum, in udvnnre
AnvBRTLsexriam..A limited number will be tak >

one shilling per line, each insertion.
Money sent hy mail is at our risk
Otfiee No. SSJ ilgeknian street, New York

JOSEPH 11. LADD, Publisher.Jasvarp S, IKSti. in

THE MORMONS AT HOME
I>KS» RllTlVH OF A T«i K THROi'OH

KANSAS AND U T A II,
AND A RkSIOKNCK AT TICK

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY.
By Mr*. B 0. Ftrri*. triftof thr lat> V S. Secnrta< yJJt IV

One volume. t'Jmo. Price, 75 cents.
PORTIONS 01 tins work have appeard 111J Monthly, under the liile of l.tfr Anions thr Mo-r-*andhave been received by the I'res- and the public ..

the strongest evidence of commendation and interest Tiefacilities enjoyed by the author for apprehending the feral public jiolily oi the Mormon leader*, and lor observingthe erteel 01' this polity upon the interior social s

family life of the people, were such as to secure tor her re
port p, culiar and permanent value.
We add some opinions of the Press on that portion «.ithe work that appears in Pii/acifi Monthly :

Lifr Annus thi Mormons is contiiiiie.l in lins mi'
and 1 lie wrilr r paints to the lite the fearful v* ickrdiic-.
the dreary infidelity and sensual enoriniiiesol .Moniioihl.HnPaiidemoiuuiii has no spot in Christendom where uii.;..ii\is carried on more perfectly in a wholesale way than 111
Utah Valley. A heathen on, e lurucd away in disgust tr.,i.
the Paphiau orgies at Cyprus, and said the Cyprian- ha.idefied lust; but Kngfiaiu Young and In- gang cmiM :.v
lessons to tlie Pupluan priest*. '.IjouitriiU Journal.
"The picture of the loathsome dell of the unclean hostinthe Salt l.ake Valley is drawn by a lady 's 1,1.sir,! butlively pejicil.".Burlinston Daily h'rtr JVmj.
The problem of tlieorelie gov eminent hi t lai. is a

ject just now all-orbing pulllie < once luil'-nt |l i-

3 Albany street, Troy. New York
4."" Seventh street, Washington, D. C

3 Court urert, Boston.

PERRY DAVIS'S PAIN "KILLERTi«t,Ohio. Augu.tl 30.1'i
I>kaH Hbotiikk I feel it to be my duty to bear my

tony to the etficgry of your inuilliblr Pain Killer lh«>'
sed it for year*, for complaints of the Stomach
lowels, having formerly been subject to severe s

f Diarrhoea and Cholera Morbus.but for the Is*' '

ears 1 have not had occasion to use it or any other »rJl"
ine for that complaint, it having perfectly restored »f
igrstive organs.
I had a very severe attack, a few days ago. of ,b*

kgtie, and such a pain iu uiy back, for three day
i^hts. that I cuul<i gri ito r«**| ) dermnded of ni> 1'^"
ian, after sever<| 1 hires had been tried, to rivemew®''.
ling to relieve my back and headofpaiu lie said loathe.and wail till the Ague wore otf, and the pain wu
rear away I had too much pain trf feel easy, aid * \
nd got a 23 cent bottle of the " Vegelahls Pain
took a little inwardly, and hathed according to di"'"

ions, and one application has removed all the pain. s"'

jun able to write to-day. though with a trembling hs'1'
'he application was made last night about nine or'0*
nd I had a sweet night's rest. I have recomnieiid'"
or several yeaia.as 1 have travelled a good deal- -an

l has given universal satisfaction where it has been a-"

iCCOfdiiia to directions. Yours, gratefully.
L PERRY CHII.DH,

Pastor of Baptist Church. Trujr. <»!"'

Mr. Ptobt Davis
The PAIN KILI.F.K is sold hy all respectable Dot

ind (iroeers throughout the ( ...led Slates and Hp
'rovnicrsin America ; also, hy Agents in Foreign t-°ul

ries. whose names are to he found on the u r'°l'

'araphlet." >

For sale, wholesale, by Druggists m all the priscip
4Uea. and at retail by apothecaries and storekeeper*
very town ui the I'mlrd Stairs and Canada. »?J
IRAY A BALLAITTYNE and JOIIN T MORTlW"Vashingiun.D C. .

TO~NERVOUS SUFFERERS.
A RET1RF.D CLERGYMAN, restored lo health ' *

/V few days, alter many years of great nrrvo«rring,is anaious to make known the wean* oi r»

Vill send (tree) the prescription used Dueet the '

OHN M DAGNALJa, No M Fub.ou street, Biv-h!""
lew York.

.in.r M K mmm engaged UH tDI<! pea Ol Ibe writ, I
brings to her Hid discrimination nml impartiality."'..VYork 11- rail
"Tlieoipcrfcl l.ifr Atrwn% llu Murt/K'K rerouiili ''

detail* of an actual vi-fli to the Snlt Lake Settlement ilui
ing the past winter, promise* a record ol much-needed n
formal ion, by nit intelligent and accurate observer V "
York Express.
" l.ijc Amaru; iht Hhtrrrumy, is u seasonable sketch "

manners and customs among the l.ai'r-lJa'. Ssinn
NtW York 'fribu.ru.

DIX it EDWARDS, Publishers,
I'd! .'til Broadway, New \«>ik

CINCINNATI RETREAT FORTH* IN
SANE.

I N Charge of KUWARD MKAD, M I) Faltlor oi tM
American Payehological Journal. In-cturenu. In.an.»

and Koraneic Medicine, late Profe.sor of OtMtvtrii's a.
formerly of Materia Medica, Ac.
This institution is open for the reception of patients It

la a select establishment, presenting superior edvainar"
None but ijuiet patients are admitted. The long eipm
ence of the Superintendent aa a practitioner anu im >

affords a guarattty of kindly care and the most surer- «

treatment.
Terms made known on application to l»r. MKAD,1

rinnati. Ohio J'C

FORT EDWARD INSTITUTE,
Washifujton County, New York.

SUPKRB llriek liuildings, well finished and fi»rni»W
Twenty Profess,,rs and Teachers. Ladies Urysn

nent. with all the advantage* of the best Feiuab College,
superior facilities in Laiicuaec.. Mu>ic. and I'm
Hoard. Washing. Fuel. Fiirni.licit Hoom. Incidentals, ai
1'uition in Cominoii Knglish. i«»r fourteen weeks, m ;"t
,-niicc. $.H» 10. Reduced tare frmn Troy ami t'a«tleio. u

he lirst and last day of each-term. JL7 "Spring Trriaopr
Ltarch '47th, Score, have been necessarily rrjrrie.t
he present Term, by their failure to make timely applies
ion. Apply, for Room* or Catalogues, to the I'nucipal
Rev. Joseph R King, A M F«.rl ildwird liistinnc, H

S'ew York." H"1* I

A. Z1PPONK, I
[.M>R the tenth year instructor in thi* place, ol FYencC I

Spanish. Italian, Ac., Ac., Pennsylvania Avenue I
No o-J, Fir.t Ward. L'1 I

BROWN'S BRONCHIAL TROCHES,
For the alleviation ol"

bronchitis, Hoarseness, Conghs, Asthma, Colds, I
and similar affections of the throat.

rllF.KF. are no particular directions to he observed
the use of these LotFAgnj they call be used an-uC

ug to the severity of the rii«e II) taking one or two pr
ious to the exercise of speaking or singing, and the »ai |
imiiiiy Hiirr ^urn rxrrnv, i unm- ^n*;nrrp hihi wmp

*ts will find these TrorhM serviceable in eUaring n
oicr, nnd it In > inu any »rri/a#»*» o/ thi t/imat. whether |>' >ueedby cold or unusual exertion of the vocal orgunSolilin Washington by J. It. Moore ; Baltimore. ('<"
tan A K<i*r<>r»; and by Druggists generally ill all la'.'
itiea. 47V

WHEELEK A WILSON'S~
SEWING MACHINES.

IM1F.SK Machines opernte upon an entirely new |.n"*
. cipie, using no shuttle. but one needle, and !»>

irearfs. Tbey have been tn operation in the hand-1,1
unifies and manufacturers sufficiently long to pive tli'ta
thorough trial, ami have given entire satisfaction
The) are very simple in construction, and highly «rn»'
lental a* well as useful, fitted to adorn a lady°» pady'/
r occupy a leas eonnpieuous oosi'inii l» *

It haa been our object to furnish a Machine that woul.
e applicable to FAMILY l.'SK, as well a* to the want*
f Tailor*. Dress and Clonk Maker*. Shirt and foliar
lanntaeturera, kr We are confident that our Machine1'
i their present form are the bent ever ode red to
ubl.e
Thousands of familie* can testify to their merits on

ind* of Family Sewing, while Shirt and Collar Manuiarirerafreely acknowledge their superiont) over all ©the"
>r their work.
An examination of the Machine* in respectfully *olnv

d, at our Offices.
No. 343 Broadway, New York

13 St. Charles street. Now Orlean*.
196 Baltimore street. Baltimore.
38 South Seventh street. Philadelphia.
122 Market street, St. Louis. Missouri


